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8 DropPED STITCHES IN TENNESSEE HISTORY.

but he did not 1 fact open an office or enter upon the practice
of law at either place. The order admitting him to the bar at
Jonesboro, therefore, may be accepted and regarded as the
opening entry in the business life and the professional and
political career of this, one of the greatest of all Americans.
These old court records at Jonesboro disclose the fact that
Jackson was in the town and in attendance on the Court of
Pleas and Quarter Sessions, at its November term, 1788. Un-
der the law at that time, bills of sale of slaves and horses and
deeds to land had to be proven in the cour.t mentioned. ‘

The court records for the years 1788 and 1789, kept in
Washington, Sullivan, Greene and Hawkins counties, establish
the fact that Jackson was practising law in those counties
during the two years mentioned. He could not, in the very
nature of things, have attended court in those counties, if he
had been residing at Nashville or practising law in Davidson,
Sumner and Tennessee counties, which at that time constituted
the ¢¢ District of Mero.” '

It has been stated without qualification by some writers that
Jackson was present in Morganton, North Carolina, when Gov-
ernor John Sevier escaped from the authorities there and returned
to ‘¢ the western waters.” Parton says that ¢‘Jackson may have
witnessed the celebrated rescue of Governor Sevier, as, about
the time of its occurrence in 1788, he was at Morganton, on a
visit to Colonel Waightstill Avery, on his way to the western
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