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( ) Certified copies of State returns of vital tecords (1841-1915) are available for §3.00 each, Please
submit your request, enclosing a check payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Address: Massachusetts Archives, 220 Morrissey Blvd., Boston, MA 02125

Phone: 617-727-2816

( ) You have not provided enough information to permit us to research your question effectively.
Please include as much information as possible about the event. More specific information
tegarding dates, places, and the names of parents and/or spouscs is especially important.

( ) Please limit your inquiry to no more than five records per letter. Additional requests may be
submitted upon receipt of initial request.

( ) Original vital records are held by the town/city clerk where the event occurred. Pre-1841 records
and certificates are available oaly from the appropriate town/city clerk, There is no statewide index
for those records. Please submit your request to the following town/city clerk’s office:

{ ) State retums for vital records after 1915 are held by the Department of Public Health, Division of
Vital Records and Statistics). A $28.00 rescarch fee must accompany all requests for records from
that office.

Address: Registry of Vital Records & Statistics, 150 Mr. Vernon St., Dorchester, MA 02125-3105
Phone: 617-740-2600

( ) Limited staff time does not allow us to engage in detailed genealogical or historical research.
Individuals requesting in-depth research should seek professional assistance. Lists of teputable
genealogists are maintained by the New England Historic Genealogical Society (101 Newbury
Street, Boston, MA 02116). s,

L v

( 7 We are returning your checkfor$ ' - v~ ' =

ey e LY - [ re e | s by if T".' T i G

1 hope we have been able to assist you with your research.

Respectfully,

AL RT3

CA LA 1 S g B

Reference Archivist
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n or libel for nallity, or
itk

<
O .4

piit 1 allant whall #eb torth in the libel whather or not any previous 1ibe) for divoree. or patitio
(e eﬁi'll::gmexj‘; seap“.‘tr;t.‘c support has bean brought by either of the mﬁ-t 5. and i such a procesding has been bronght shall file wi
e libed 4 ceriiffed copy of the libel or petition it such othar proe £ tograther with a cerfifled copy of the docket entriva

relating thorita.]
To 7ie HONORABLE THE JUDGES OF THE PropaTE CoURT IN AND ForR THE COUNTY OF

MippLESEX !

RESPECTRULLY libels and represents ... Béchel d

1049 JITMGIRND Yy

.3+ S ———— i1 the County of et B O i :
that R R .
now ofon. Somegrville, Gouniy. and. SOROGEERLWA BLRERSEE

s _on

el Do 2388

the e day of December
3 UV havg never Mol
and thereafter vour libellant and the said libelle lived together as husband and wife in this

— Commonwealth, YT T T O SR Pr— MET R

vidgeport, Conneckicut

and last lived together at ¥
that your libellant has always been faithiul to their marriage vows and obligations, but the
Bridgeport on or sbouy December £, 193

said libellee being wholly regardless of the same, at
st said Sridgepert, said libelles utterly deserted your sald 13

+time, 2 period of mors thanm. five con-

that there ha s heén born to then. pne sphlde \ﬁl10......i$...;.".‘1§§l.f..._.......li\'ing.
Cert A R - g i on ..minor = “whose namé™ " and date  © of birth  are as follows:

_Willlem Qliver Jemes ¥aren 19, 1924

libellant and the said libellee be decreed; and that the care and custody of said minor child
be given to your libellant.__ané -that. the .aaid libellee he.orderad. ho.coniridvis

i %o your sgid libelleni. sue me: of money as may be nsesssany for the suppord

end meintemance of the said minor-child, sud for such
meet and just-te this Henerable Gourt. . ..

. N previons.libel for diverce oy petition or Iibel. for. mullity.or.peiition for
ther of the veasldes




(202-m-2)
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e s

COMMONWEALTII OF MASSACHUSETTS,

MIDDLESEX, Ss, PROBATE COURT.
Zo.....01vexr . James : o0l Bomerville ...
in the County of Middlesex .

GrEETING:
WHEREAS,. . Raghel James ... .. —— : of _¥Wakerbtomm _ . .inthe County

dated. .o AUTR B, ARG i JOU WETE ordered t pay —imte-CotrrtHre
~summroi... —olare——ayran—atowamree
to said petitloner —Wﬁn&mmm—%mw

b T i3 O el i, i,
——thcrea&cr—--—-aﬁd»—-fur the maintenance of the minor child........of said libellant and libel-
lee—thesumof .. . ; seven o flollars Losthaith, on
s CROREIE o e day ol U192 9 and a further
sum of e BETEN. .dollars on each and every.....8atu riay

thereafter, zmd 1t was ordcred that said libellaxghave the care and custody of

the minor chL}cI ................. oi smd hbellant md Ilbellee and further rcpresentmg that you h.n.'e not
obeyed said decree___, have not p'ud -lﬂt-e-Cauat-—-m-—to her—said sums of money, and
‘Wherefore said petitioner prays that you may be ordered to appear’ before sald Court to show
cause if any you have why you should not be adjudged in contempt of Court for your [ailure
to obey said decree.

You are hereby ordered to appear at a Probate Court to be held at Cambridge....

in said County of Middlesex, on the.thivteenth' . . . day of. Fehraa;:y
A.D. 1983, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to show cause, if any you have, why the prayer

of said petition should not be granted. And said petitioner is ordered to serve this order by
delivering a copy thereof to you seven days, at least, before said Court.
Witness, Joun C. LeEceaTt, Esquire, First Judge of said Court, this_fwe My =i lth...

day of .. JANNAYY. ... . ..in the year one thousand u}gﬁred and swmenty-Shi ri;;r.:»hree
Foo=e
s \_/ |

..... TRk Register.

I have served the foregoing order as there

MippLesEx, ss.... ... . Jenuary. Sﬂ.‘th £..D. lgm Persanally appeared
the above-named._. ... . {-‘-. élé.mles M, Ausbin e and made oath to the

truth of the above return by him subscribed.

petore S 4&%“*5‘—% .A-’W

/l“" —M -ﬂ-{cﬁ-—-.-.—,-.w}'s‘f?g?
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 Petition— Decree. .

' Filed }i&.ﬂd/ 24,1935 - L
§‘ Returnable ... Ji..gﬁ_lﬁ,__ W0E5 8
¥ Capias Issted.. oot e -2 G
Decree ... 5L s 1983 .
Mathmus Tasued ot 2 192

Rec. Book. . _ﬂfﬁ JPage. .-:‘f...?’ i .

MIDDLESEX, ‘S8 mscmmws A DL 102

Respondent calletl and dcfaultcd and
capms ordered. :
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To tue HovoRABLE THE JUDGES OF THE ProsaTE COURT IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF
MIDDLESEX :

RESPECTFULLY represents Rechsl Jsmes
of Watentoun in said County

llbcllﬁn‘ﬁ Jna Iibel for dlvorce begun in sa!d Court by_.

s Reaghel JEmE8 ... L. of Weterioun

againgt......Qllver B James of... Somervills

that sa.ld (.nurt., bv 1ts dccrec made on the B O,

day of....June 2 A.D. 192 9.

ordered said Nliver H.. James e i EON AR L

your petitioner — asakimony thesugrof. S

dotlarsrondbece FORTPRMEIEE. . - 5 = A

ﬁ:@ﬁxx;aa&ﬁhmhmmnxﬁ

xoix exchoandxeveryx S —

—eangh— for the rnamtenam_e of their minor child....... _the SR O s e

seven (7) rndollars on the . eighth . -

day of o LR \.,______..____,__.-192 9, ‘and 2 SUTEREE SUIH Of i,
.seven (7). .dollars on each and every. . . .Saturday therealter;

ordered that said libel Lapt_have the care and custody of their minor child , Willizm .

Oliver. Jsmeg ...

and that said decree is still in force ;

And your pet:t:oner further says that said
e Qliver H Jamecs -

: has not obeyed said decree,
and has not pmd to her said sums of money and tl:at there now remains due and unpaid to
your petitioner under said decree the sum of . F3x sundrsdh and Sovenbyriine ) dollars

being the total azmount due and vnpeid from épd including merch 21, 1931 o,
January 21,.1933 inclusive

Wherefore your petitioner prays that said ... 0liver H. Jemes
may be cited to appear before said Court to show cause whv he should not be adjudged in

contempt of Court for his failure to obey said decree; and for such other relief as to said
Court may seem meet,

Dated this....... twenty=fourth . . day of......Jazuary A.D. 1933 .
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
MIDDLESEX, SS.

At a Probaie Cax% at Lam V_. B oy i and for the said County of
Middlesex, on the..... . & day of  TH SETESE

in the year of our Lovd one thousand nine kzmdred and twenty-. Lt

ON th%etition c;l'/(Q s e e
of ém"""‘ 4 said County........

praying that.. ..Oebteste AN K o2 SR | 457 /- -
in the County of. M

_, may be ad]udged in contempt of qald Court Eor his

failure,to obey the decree of said Court made on the. .43 i RSSO <
e ST . ¥3 b § 197 on a libel for divorce bmught by ..... da.ms-m\)_
said.. M?’ e havmg had due notice of said petition, ass-leerine—
' d it appearimg to the Court tha} said
now owes under said decreg/the sum ... Bp feissaiolned graressy sssist _ dollars.

+




T e

oy

- pér interested, ‘within &

COMM ONWEALTH OF M ASSACHUSETTS

MionLesex, 58,

Adta P oﬁa.fe f"aarf&o&!ﬂz at Cambridge i and fuw mm’ Coszy
of J{scfdksmg,; on the.. fatkh .. . day of A .Tnne TR et

i the year of our Lovd one thousand nine hundred and :‘we?z.t'y-.!l_i.nﬁ_u_._....,

OI\l the libel of e e BGHEL  James . )
'm.ertuwnh;n_gaid 6auntv S Sl praying
that a divorce from the bond of matﬂmony between he¢y and . -

LOliver ¥, dowmes ..

-Somexville in said Gounty T

wembe decreed.

IT 1S DECREED, #fs7, that a dn’qrce from the bond of matrimony between the said libellant
and the libellee be granted the said libellant for the cause of . ﬂﬁﬁel’tiﬂﬁ e

on the part of the said libelle¢ and that, upon and after the éxpiration of six months fram

the entu of this decree it h}ldjl become and be abmlute unless upon the apphcation of Bty

said -1 - eRr ,...am-&ua@cd.w i
JoE %ﬁlliam Gliver Jamea tha minor ohllq of herﬂelf .And ssid.

libellee and that. said libelles pay to said. libellant for
Mg intensnee of $aid child'ithe sun_of seven dellars on. .
Jaturday. the eighth day of. June, A.¥. 1989 and the fhrthar

Bun. of geven dollars on.each and Cgery Saturday- thereatter
until. the furﬁher order of the. Gourt.. . .
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COMIONWEALTH OF VASSACHUSETTS

Probate Ogurt

Yiddlesex,ss.
L Annulment

Wo. 5800

OLIVE? H. JAMES,
el leellant

va. i

" RACHEL JAHES
Libellee

 ANSFER OF LIBELLEE

Kow comes -the Libellee in the zbove-entitled abtipn and
| for answer admits that she end the Libellant were married

'_'on the 254 day of December, 1323; admits thet she and +he

_nsvar
,leellant lived togetner es husband and w1fe in this Common—

realth but lasgt lived Sogether &t Bridgeport, OOnneotlcut

---;emd a.d.mi‘bs that s child & born to the Libellee end the

leellant on March 19, 1924, and that the child's name is
William Oliver James. Each and every other allegation in
the petition the libellee: denies as fully and completely
as though each were get forth and specifically denied.

fiherefore, the Libellee praye that the petition for

annulment be dismissed.

_W@MMJ :
! ibellee.v

i
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MIDDLESEX, SS. Annulment

PROBATE COURT. No...2800

_Oliwer b, Jewes . .o, Libellant Voo bwechel Jemes . . Libellee.

APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE.

zechel Jezmes

Respectfully represents the libellee
¢hat she belisves that she has a defence to this libel and intends in good faith to contest it
and o use for such defence any allowance made.

Whereiore she asks an allowance to enable her to defend the libel.

-

[ believe the above statement to be true.

Libeliee's &

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

MIDDLESEX, §S. %_ .5 - 1927
ORDERED, that the libellant an or before... Gi""‘—"“gm‘& e 203 _flgz f

pay into the court the sum of e SR % dollars

as an allowance to said libellee.  Said sum may be paid by the Register to the libellee’s

géﬂ/"z‘“’ _/ jé% Judge of Probate Court.

attorney.




\ . OMMONWEALTE OF MASSACHUSETTS |

. L4 5 : " PROBATE COURT '
\ YIDDLESEX, 88
No. 5800, . s :

OLIVER H. JAMES _ :

DEPOSITION OF - EEZEKIAE R. ELWOOD

The abbve-entltled action being on the list foT t#ial on

Wednesday May 2gth, it belng 4 P. M. and the case not being

|
\
\\1
‘\l\

\ reached, it is agreed by'the parties between counsel that the \

i stateﬁeht”qf'thié"wiﬁnéés may be taken and read in court on the \

1 'agreemanﬁ'éfTﬁbfh gides that if he were present he would SO

testify. -
2 : h.R. Tlwood, “Pairfield, State of

Oonﬁec%iout " Your occunatzon is what? A Gonstable.

Q Scmetiﬁe in December, 1923, as a constable, was there placed

L in your possession & warrant for the arrest of Oiriver H. James ¥
Yes, gir.

I A | wish you would go ahead and tell the story in your own way,

1ust_ﬂhére the warrant came from, what it wes and what you

”ha$ convereation you had with the parties. |

"ng attcrnev for the Fairfield Town Qourt

udga a%*ﬁrobate Gourt called me up and told me to |

come down, ‘he had a matter for me to attend to. I went to

hia offiae'ahd he handed me a wa_rant for the arreat of

L |

br' oh of peace warrant \ ' 1

aftar twaive o‘clock and went to Mr. James! home I had the

nuﬂber on Kings Highway T found no one home, I went there




-5

right opposite the Town Hall, He came oub of the church and

went over to the Town Hall and the Prosecuting Attorney
married them as a Jﬁstiée of the Peace.

Q That ig Mr. B&oon WakemanT A Yes. The Justlcesof the Peace

"Uonn;cticut and they have power to maﬁry. 1

,-ge g who is my

- signed as another. 1 said, ll"'ﬂ".rall, go home now and
get'soﬁe:bf that shoulder.! They walked out of the Town Hall
arm in arm. I got:in ay car and overtook them right at the
corner and carried them over to Ashford Bridge , the dividing
litie between Bridgeport and Fairfield and that ig the last I
ever saw of them, '

Q As I undarstand it, your purpoee in taking him to the girl and

1etting them talk together was to give them an 0pportunlty to

bg married and the girl to withdraw the complaint, is that it?

Q@ And that was what ras done? 4 It was, I might say that the
complaint came up in court Monday morning and was nullied

@ That is the equivalent of our nol pros, a dismissal without

any further action? A Yes.

i ==
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4 T dontt remember anything being said about the mother . |

Q@ Did the Judge ask fhese people their aget A No. The Town K
Olerk - :

Q Thne Jystice of the Peuice did not ask them thelr age?t A He , ;J

o : : F—-}_

Bl aoe Tenvd this Axuwe) |
' he 'was'relvctant at Pirst abous merrying this girlf‘ A He
said he had no job and no money.
§ Did he say ahyfhing elset A He said he would marry the girl
but he had no job and no money,. :
Q Was there any talk then about any ochild or ohild to be?
Yes, there was talk about & child to be,

Q Did you ‘tell him that he would have to marry her or go to

jail? A I don't think I told him that. No, I don't think I

told him that, I imagine I inferred so -~ there was the
aisr AT RO .%ﬁ?ﬂ+ﬁw,ﬂ imiaiil e 40 T -

Q@ That if he didn‘t marry her he would go to jail? A Probably

he thought so,
Q@ Did you say that to him? A4 I don't remember that T did,

This was five or six years ago, I dontt claim to remember
everything that was said.

Q Would you say that you didntt say that? A I don't think I

‘rﬁ al&ldh‘t you? You kEpt some memoranda,
 é£g§¥Eﬁm % oLy on’ b warrant,
Q@ W hat became of that? A I turned that into the court.

R Town Uourt, so that ¥x all t:

fe memoranda or notes that you hed

on’ iﬁ wzre retﬁrned to ‘the Town Gourt? A Yes, sir

‘And fhat waE immeaiately after this matter was adjusted?
A The next morning.

And since that time you baven't consulted with these records

or you haven't had any papers to refresh your recollection?




You won't say that you had a talk with Mrs, James about
the child %o be? 4 I don't think I did,

Will you say that you didn't? A I will not because it

3 LS

e i
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